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Guide in the Study of Birds and Their Habits The first of the 82 parts of the original edition of Birds and Nature was published January, 1897, and at
once took first place among the works on Nature Study. Volume I reached a sale of more than fiIy thousand copies. In December, 1904, 16 volumes
with 648 color plates had appeared and twenty-five thousand complete sets sold. The text plates were destroyed and the work has been out of print
for several years. So this is not a revised edition, but a new edition, by writers of authority on birds, their foods, habits, their economic value; also
the little good and much harm the very few birds do. The color plates are the best that can be made; they were awarded the Grand Prize at the Paris
Exposition in 1900 and the Gold Medal at the Worlds Fair, St. Louis, 1904. The 240 plates in Birds and Nature, together with 408 others of birds,
animals, plants and flowers, insects, shells, minerals, fish, etc., cost over sixty thousand dollars ($60,000), and they are likely to remain for at least
another 17 years the largest and best collection of color plates of Natural History in the world. The color plates are so natural as to enable one to
identify birds at a glance. No eMort of expense or pains has been spared to achieve the highest possible excellence in this work. It is the fruit of
twenty years of labor. While 648 plates were...
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