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liberties of a people are a proper appreciation of their value, and an active vigilance against such causes as are likely to imperil them; and no people
are deserving of the blessings of freedom, unless they are capable of duly estimating them, and are ever on their guard against the dangers that
threaten their integrity or existence. Government cannot exist, at the same time preserving its purity, and conforming to its original fundamental
principles, by any law of chance. As individuals gain the means of subsistence, the rewards of fame, and, in the end, eternal happiness, by hard and
unceasing toil, so it is with an aggregate of men united in society under any constitutional form of government. If they would preserve what is
worthy of preservation, avoid what is absolutely necessary to be avoided, and, without eccentric and delusive courses, proceed steadily onward to
the full attainment of the objects of their society, they must reject no means of keeping alive in the hearts of the people a due sense of the peculiar
privileges they enjoy, and animating them with the laudable ambition of so ministering to the ends of their government, as to keep it free from the
perils and obstacles that beset it, and have been the occasion of destruction to so many a proud and hopeful enterprise. Hence the recurrence of the
anniversary of Ireland s patron saint, apart from the intrinsic...
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