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endangered under the federal Endangered Species Act, because of declines related to nearly 150 years of ranching on the island. Feral livestock
were removed from the island as a major conservation step, which was part of a program completed in early 2007 with the eradication of pigs and
turkeys. For the first time in more than a century, the rare plants of Santa Cruz Island have a chance to recover in the wild. This study provides
survey information and living plant materials needed for recovery management of the listed taxa. We developed a database containing information
about historical collections of the nine taxa and used it to plan a survey strategy. Our objectives were to relocate as many of the previously known
populations as possible, with emphasis on documenting sites not visited in several decades, sites that were poorly documented in the historical
record, and sites spanning the range of environmental conditions inhabited by the taxa. From 2003 through 2006, we searched for and found 39
populations of the taxa, indicating that nearly 80 percent of the populations known earlier in the 1900s still existed. Most populations are small and
isolated, occupying native-dominated habitat patches in a highly fragmented and invaded landscape; they are still at risk of declining through
population losses. Most are not expanding beyond the edges of their habitat patches. However, most taxa appeared to...
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