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ABORIGINES OF CENTRAL AUSTRALIA, INTRODUCTION. There are few of the aboriginal races which
inhabit the unsettled regions of the world which disappear more rapidly and completely than the
aboriginal inhabitants of Australia when they come into contact with white men. The manners and
customs, the religious or superstitious rites practised by them, as well as their language, are
matters of great interest, and they well deserve both attention and record at the hands of those
who may possess the opportunity of observing them, although only in a cursory and incomplete
way. Unfortunately the pioneers of civilisation who seek their fortunes, and not unfrequently risk
their lives, in the wilds of Australia are too busily employed in surmounting the natural difficulties
which beset them in their enterprises, and too much absorbed in the promotion of their own
interests, to be able to devote...
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