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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from American
Insects IF man were not the dominant anirnal in the world, this would be the Age of Insects. Outnumbering in kinds the members of all other groups
of animals combined, and showing a wealth of individuals and a degree of prolificness excelled only by the fishes among larger animals, and among
smaller animals by the Protozoa, the insects have an indisputable claim on the attention of students of natural history by sheer force of numbers.
But their claim to our interest rests on securer ground. Their immediate and important relation to man as enemies of his crops, and, as we have
come to know only to-day, as it were, as a grim menace to his own health and life this capacity of insects to destroy annually hundreds of millions of
dollars worth of grains and fruits and vegetables, and to be solely responsible for the dissemination of some of the most serious diseases that make
man to su?er and die, forces our attention whether we will or not. Finally, the amazing variety and specialization of habit and appearance, the
extraor dinary adaptations and shi@s for a living which insects show, make a claim on the attention of all who harbor the smallest trace of that
scientific curiosity which leads men to observe and ponder the ways and seeming of Nature. Some of the most attractive and important problems
which modern biological study is attacking, such as the significance of color and pattern, the reality of mechanism and automatism in the action
and behavior of animals as contrasted with intelligent and discriminating performances, the statistical and experimental study of variation and
heredity, and other sub jects of present-day biological investigation, are...
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