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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. 108 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x
0.2in.An excerpt from the INTRODUCTION - General Character of the Book: The book purports to give the last words, at the approach of death, of
each of the twelve patriarchs to his sons. It is evident that the general idea of the book is based upon Jacobs last words to his sons as recorded in
Gen. xlix. 1-27. Just as Jacob portrays the character of his sons and declares to them what shall befall them, so in our book each of the patriarchs is
represented as describing, in some sense, his own character and as foretelling what shall come to pass among his posterity in the last times. From
this latter point of view the book partakes of the character of a prophetic-apocalyptic work. In six of the testaments, those of Reuben, Simeon,
Judah, Dan, Naphthali and Joseph, there is a certain correspondence between our book and Gen. xlix. regarding the characters of the patriarchs; as
for the remaining six patriarchs no such correspondence exists. Speaking generally, though there are considerable modifications of this in some of
the testaments, each testament contains the three following component parts: (a) An autobiographical sketch in which the patriarchs special vice
or virtue is described. In some cases the biblical story forms the basis for this; in others the Bible is not followed. But in each case the
autobiographical details are enlarged by many haggadic embellishments. (b) A warning to avoid the special sin, or an exhortation to cultivate the
special virtue, which each patriarch has declared to be specially characteristic of him. (c) A prophecy concerning the patriarchs posterity in the last
times; in nearly each case the patriarchs foretell a falling-away of...
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