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***** Excerpt from The Civil Government of the United States (Revised) A new educational work, should, in itself, plainly indicate the excuse for its
existence. Especially is this true of a textbook upon Civil Government, since the subject has been already so well treated in the various works now in
daily use. Probably no one at this time doubts the propriety of giving the study of Civil Government a prominent place in our schools. Some of the
pupils in the school rooms to-day will, in a few years, be occupying public positions of responsibility and power; and while these maybe
comparatively few in number, yet in this country every citizen has political duties to perform, and should therefore be familiar with the plan and
workings of the government which imposes them. Hence it remains only a question as to the manner in which the subject may be most effectively
presented for the purposes of instruction. Those who, as teachers, have heard their classes in Civil Government complain that the subject was dry
and uninteresting, need only consult their own recollections to know the justice of such complaints. It certainly is not possible to invest the subject
with the charms of romance, or give it the thrilling interest of a History of the Crusades or the Conquest of Mexico. But it has seemed possible for a
text-book upon Civil Government to be made so readable that it will invite and hold the attention of the pupil, instead of being the passive object of
compulsory study. To accomplish this has been the aim in the preparation of this work. Our government being representative, the popular will
controls, through these channels of...
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