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***** Postcolonial theory assumes that European colonization in the last two centuries can be understood within binaries of: colonized-ruler,

center-periphery, hegemonic-dominant/ margins, and that these can be the only referential frameworks within which the engagement between the
colonial powers and the colonies can be examined. In this process, we tend to erase the pre-colonial pasts, and the heterogeneity which would have
been a norm within the colonial societies. In our haste to erase the influence that Islam has had on the Indian psyche, we have arrived at a skewered
notion of identity. If we look at the writings of Raja Rammohun Roy (1772-1833), we realize that it was not unusual for educated Hindus to be also
trained in Islamic theology. Rammohun s first work, a treatise in Persian (with an Arabic preface), titled Tuhfat-ul-Muwahhidin, or, A Gift to

Monotheists was a critique of Hindu idolatory, and was written in an abstruse style, and made use of neo-platonic, Arab logic and philosophy. The
causal connection is very interesting; Islamic theology comprises part of Rammohun s education and he simultaneously uses it to critique Islam and
Hinduism. Does this imply that most Hindus would have been familiar with an Islamic Other, a fact that was erased from their psyches once the
Britishers arrived in India ? As a young man, Rammohun was educated in Bengali, and later Persian as the latter was the official language. We can
speculate that his education would have been a model of how many young men would have been educated. He was sent to Patna to learn Arabic,

where he was taught from Arabic translations of Euclid and Aristotle, the Koran, and the...
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