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***** Excerpt from Mary s Birthday Haw. Robbing a friend to save a scoundrel. Indorsing for the romantic and saintly Syrian convert, whose voice
was as a trumpet of the Lord at Elder Evans s last night - at Elder Evans s last night; and, would you believe it - Lord. | believe any thing of converts.
So much for last night - proceed. And this morning? Gently; proceed; don t omit the catastrophe. Haw. It strangles me; it is enormous; past
conjecture. Lord. Will your note fall due to-day? Haw. To-day. The fellow had the smile of a seraph. Lord. Then I think | can finish your story. Haw.
Impossible. It is infamous beyond conception, infamous beyond expression. This morning - excuse this indignation, pardon this emotion - this
morning. Chokes again.) Lord. (Aside.) He ll drop in a fit. This morning my old friend. Parson Hawthorne, couldn t find his Syrian convert, and Elder
Evans couldn t find his wife. Haw. Who has told you? Lord. Ah, parson, the past is the prophet of the future. How deep is the rascal into you? Haw.
Rascal s too mild a word. Villain, sir, every inch a villain, and none the less a villain for having made a rogue of me. He had the voice of an angel, too.
Lord. | beg you, my dear Mr. Hawthorne - Haw. Yes, sir, a rogue of me. | feel that whenever | put my name to paper, | put my hand into your pocket;
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