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***xx Sometime around the end of 1993, while living in Scotland, | came up with the idea to hitchhike around Australia photographing everyone
who gave me a lift and writing about each hitch. It was another way of doing the around Australia idea and, in the process, meeting and
photographing Australians (mainly) in one of their most personal of environments, their car/ute/van/truck. Sitting in my flat in Edinburgh, | often
wondered what | was doing uprooting myself and moving back to Australia to do this. | d never hitched before and had no idea where to begin or
what to do. The fear of the unknown was scary enough but, if | didn t do it, the image of me as an old man looking back on what might have been,
scared me even more. | knew that if someone else were to do it, | d never forgive myself. What s more, a good mate and fellow photographer, lan
Waldie, always threatened that if I didn t do it, he would. All these reasons were incentive enough for me to end my five-and-a-half year association
with Scotland in February, 1998, and return to Australia. | knew | would be embarking on the most challenging, apprehensive, amazing time of my
life - and | was right. My journey lasted for eight months and 11 days. Officially, | did it in 53 hitches. Unofficially, | did it in around 70 hitches but
some were too small to worry about. All were fantastic. My budget was $30 a day (accommodation, food - everything) and my hitching route was as
follows: around Tasmania (anti-clockwise), Melbourne to Cape Tribulation to Uluru to Melbourne...
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