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***** Since 1965, United States policy has supported international population planning based on principles of volunteerism and informed choice
that gives participants access to information on all methods of birth control. This policy, however, has generated contentious debate for over two
decades, resulting in frequent clarification and modification of U.S. international family planning programs. In 1984, controversy arose over U.S.
population aid policy when the Reagan Administration introduced restrictions, which became known as known as the Mexico City policy.
(Opponents of the policy also refer to it as the Global Gag Rule. ) The Mexico City policy denied U.S. funds to foreign nongovernmental organizations
(NGOs) that perform or promote abortion as a method of family planning, regardless of whether the money came from the U.S. government.
Presidents Reagan and Bush also banned grants to the U.N. Population Fund (UNFPA) because of its program in China, where coercive practices
have been used. President Clinton resumed UNFPA funding and repealed the Mexico City policy. President George W. Bush, however, re-applied in
January 2001 the Mexico City restrictions. Following a State Department investigation of family planning programs in China, the Administration
suspended U.S. contributions to UNFPA on July 22, 2002, citing violations of the Kemp-Kasten .
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