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the rolling open country that covers the interior parts of Washington, Oregon, and Idaho is today one of the richest farmlands in the nation. This
work is the story of its transformation. Meinig traces all of the aspects of its development by combining geographic description with historical
narrative. By oFering so richly textured a description of the region he knows and loves so well, Meinig reminds us how the meaning of a place can
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common cause and work together. To understand a place, we must know its history; to understand history, we must know the place in which it has
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