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***x* Excerpt from Select Speeches of the Right Honourable William Windham, and the Right Honourable William Huskisson: With Preliminary
Biograpical Sketches Here he remained about a year, having by diligent application to study laid the foundation of his profound mathematical
acquirements. He was then removed to Oxford, where, in September 1767, he was entered a gentleman-commoner of University college, Sir Robert
Chambers being his tutor. While at Oxford, he took so little interest in public affairs, that, it was the standing joke of one of his contemporaries, that
Windham would never know who was prime minister. This disinclination to a political life, added to a modest diffidence in his own talents, led him,
at the period which is now spoken of, to reject an offer which, by a youth not more than twenty years of age, might have been considered as a
splendid one; - that of being named secretary to his father s friend, Lord Townshend, who had been appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. After four
years residence, he left Oxford in 1771. He always retained feelings of gratitude towards Alma Mater, and preserved to the last an intimate
acquaintance and correspondence with some of the most distinguished resident members. He did not, however, take his masters degree till 1783.
That of doctor of laws was conferred on him in 1793, at the installation of the Duke of Portland. It is related that on this occasion, almost the whole
assembly rose from their seats, when he entered the theatre, and received him with acclamations of applause. After leaving Oxford, he passed
some time on the continent. In 1773 a voyage of discovery towards the North-Pole having been...
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