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*****.Excerpt from A Discourse Delivered Before the Rhode-Island Historical Society Gentlemen of the Historical Society: It is not without some
serious misgivings, that I venture to appear before you this evening. I have been admonished that those who have preceded me in the performance
of this honorable duty, had brought mature reflection to their task, and laid before you the results of long and profound investigation. I have felt
that a few hours, snatched from the engrossing cares of professional life, would be insuDicient for such preparation as the occasion requires; that
there was a kind of rashness in approaching a subject of such magnitude, when the utmost that I could hope to do, would be to touch lightly upon
two or three of the innumerable questions, which it suggests. But I have also felt that there are occasions on which personal feeling must yield to a
higher sense of duty, and that every one, who professes an interest in those studies, which form the object of our association, must hold himself in
readiness to contribute his portion, whenever called for, even though it should prove but little else than the widows mite. I have accepted,
therefore, the invitation of your committee, not in the vain hope of rivalling that production so rich in its illustrations, and so profound in its
wisdom, with which these anniversaries began; nor that admirable analysis of our Durfee s mind, which, by so singular a fatality, formed the subject
of the first discourse to which you were called upon to listen, aGer his own eloquent lips had been closed forever. About the Publisher Forgotten
Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare...
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