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cause this astonishing change? Was there really civil peace, law and order in Russia under Tsarism and Kerensky, and did anarchy and chaos and
class warfare commence with the October revolution? Let us see first what actually were the conditions under which the population of Russia lived
before the revolution. Russia under Tsarism First let us briefly examine the principal elements in Russian rural and urban society, and their relations
to each other, in order to see what were the circumstances which made a political upheaval inevitable. Central and northern Russia consist of wide
areas of agricultural land and forests dotted with towns and other centers, where industry has developed on the European factory system. Parallel
with and dependent upon the larger factories are many subsidiary industries which are still carried on in the villages on the old domestic industrial
system. In many areas the factories are scattered about among the villages and thus there is a continual intercourse between the workers on the
field and the toilers in the workshop. Most peasant families have one or two members working in cotton, timber, or leather mills near the village or
preparing the raw materials for the factory in some little cooperative artel. These workers...
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