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**xxx_ Esther Waters is born to hard-working parents who are Plymouth Brethren in Barnstaple. Her father s premature death prompts her mother
to move to London and marry again, but Esther s stepfather turns out to be a hard-drinking bully and wife-beater who forces Esther, a natural
beauty, to leave school and go out to work instead, thus greatly reducing her chances of ever learning how to read and write, and Esther remains
illiterate all her life. Her first job ( situation ) outside London is that of a kitchen maid with the Barfields, a nouveau riche family of horse breeders,
horse racers and horse betters who live at Woodview near Shoreham. There she meets William Latch, a footman, and lets herself be seduced by
him. Dreaming of a future with Latch, she is dismayed to find that he is having an affair with the Barfields niece, who is staying at Woodview. After
Latch and his lover have eloped together, Esther stays on at Woodview until she cannot hide her pregnancy any longer. Although she has found a
kindred soul in Mrs Barfield, who is also a Plymouth Sister and abhors the betting on horses going on all around her, Esther is dismissed ( | couldn t
have kept you on, on account of the bad example to the younger servants ) and reluctantly goes back to London. With the little money she has
saved, she can stay in a rented room out of her stepfather s sight. Her mother is pregnant with her eighth child and dies giving birth to it at the same
time Esther is at Queen Charlotte s Hospital giving birth to a healthy boy she calls Jack....
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