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***** Print on Demand *****.0n one level, it is patently obvious that eschatology is a crucial element of the religion of Islam. The Qur an virtually
thunders with warnings of impending cataclysm; it issues shrill warning of certain judgment; and it promises rewards as exhortation to the pious.
The Hour (of the resurrection to judgment) relentlessly impresses itself on the listener. The Fire and Paradise are famous motifs of the book
(particularly the Meccan suras). On the other hand, some elements of Islamic teaching on the interim state of the individual between death and final
judgment, or aspects of Islamic expectation about the earth s last days are much less well known. When it comes to the events ushering in the Final
Day, the unpredictable energy of Muslim apocalyptic may be compared to the preparation of traditional Arab coffee which is brought to a frothy boil
and then allowed to settle back again prior to the next surge: that is, apocalyptic tumult periodically erupts onto the canvas of Muslim society and
then recedes, but never disappears, ready to burst out once again at a later time. For some it will be a surprise to discover that a number of scholars
attribute the incredible energy and success of the early Islamic conquests to apocalyptic fervour, that is, to the conviction that the end-of-the-world
was imminent. A certain type of eschatological dynamic and disruptive energy has been unleashed by apocalyptic expectation throughout Islamic
history (both Sunni and Shi i), including considerable latter-days agitation associated with the recent conflicts in both Iraq and Syria. In its broadest
sense, eschatology is a concern of most religious worldviews. That is, eschatology is related...
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