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Pen Sword Books Ltd, United Kingdom, 2012. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. Heroes and Landmarks of British
Aviation tells the dramatic story of a world leading aviation industry, from the sweat and grease of the workshop, to the board rooms and
government nationalisations that ultimately fashioned its destiny. The heroes are Britain s most innovative aviation pioneers and their aircraft, the
men and women who persevered to be the first into the air, to fly the fastest, the highest and the furthest. This broad and highly accessible books
ranges from the first man to fly across the English Channel from England to France to the development of the Spitfire and from the disastrous R101
airship to the development of the jet engine and ultimately the world s first supersonic airliner. Each chapter looks at a different aviation pioneer
and the flying machines that they designed, their engineering landmarks, their triumphs in the air and on occasion their disasters too. The book
explores the great air races that were won and lost, the government contracts and political short-sightedness that cut short the development of
leading aircraft designs and many of the dramatic air raids and sea battles from the First World War to the Falklands and the Middle East. Many of
the industry s most prominent names are profiled, including Ernest Willows, the Short brothers, Geoffrey de Havilland, Vincent Richmond, George
White, Thomas Sopwith, Harry Hawker, RJ Mitchell, Herbert Smith, Charles Rolls, Henry Royce, Reginald Pierson, Alliott Verdon-Roe, Frederick
Handley Page, Robert Watson-Watt, Robert Blackburn and Frank Whittle. Behind the personal stories are the histories of the aircraft companies that
these pioneers created, from those that went bankrupt to those that lasted the test of time and have become indivisible from British aviation
folklore, such names as...
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