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Evening, March 31, 1908 Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen: I thank you very much for the splendid audience which you have furnished me to-
night. I thank you for the opportunity to appear in the city of Washington a@er a sojourn from this city of more than twenty years. I was a student at
one time in my history at Howard University. It was while I was at that university that I imbibed from great men such as Dr. Patten and others, many
of the inspirations that went with me through the more than twenty years of my meanderings and hard labors, and I come back to-night with
precious memories of those great men to greet not only this audience, but, on to-morrow, to go back to that sacred spot. It is true that I have not
visited Washington very much, not because Washington was a place to me of no interest, but because my life has been so exceedingly busy and I
have been so greatly;taxed with the burdens that fell upon my shoulders that I could do nothing more than learn of you and read of you. So while I
have not personally mingled with you in physical person, spiritually and intellectually, I have been with you. I have been with Howard University in
all of her struggles, and I hope to God the time will never come that Howard University will change her history or...
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