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Theclassics.Us, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1894 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER V THE DECLINE OF THE FAMILY The religion of the
family will gradually die out as the religion of the State becomes more and more absorbing.--The power of the head of the family was anciently
autocratic over the lives, property, and self-respect of the members.--The right of private war or of the blood-feud has been abolished.--The rights of
fathers and husbands over the lives of children and wives have been abolished, or nearly so.--The ancient rule of secular legislation, which the
Churches have copied, was that marriage was indissoluble.--The State has done its best to maintain this principle down to quite recent times.--
Christianity, however, has made this important change, that it does not tolerate the libertinage which was the old compensation for the restrictions
of marriage.--The old marriage of suitability was not more mercenary in its essence than the marriage of inclination. The essential diGerence
between the two is, that the one makes family considerations the matter of vital importance, and the other only desires to satisfy individual
caprice.--Nevertheless, changes in modern society have made the indissoluble marriage bear so heavily upon women that it is impossible to
maintain it.--That the tie between husband and wife should come to be easily variable, instead of permanent, is bound to make the tie between
parents and children weaker.--Moreover, the right of parents to use their children s labour has been found to work so badly, that the State is
interposing everywhere to limit work...
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