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*xxxx Excerpt from Petrified Forest, National Monument, Arizona An Appreciation of The Petrified Forest of Arizona By Chas. F.Lummis Author of
Some Strange Corners of Our Country, The Land of Poco Tiempo, Pueblo Indian Folk Stories, etc. Written Especially for the United States Railroad
Administration Full fathom five thy father lies; Of his bones are coral made; Those are pearls that were his eyes; Nothing of him that doth fade, But
doth suffer a sea-change Into something rich and strange. The Tempest. Sequoia in California is the oldest creature alive. It had measured a
millennium when Christ walked the earth. But thats no time at all. Ten thousand ages before the cedars bloomed on Lebanon, away out here in the
Wonderland of our own Southwest, the Wind, that grand old harper, smote His thunder-harp of pines identical pines that are with us to this day.
Not, indeed, as they were in that incalculable Past for they have Put on Immortality, and are this side of Resurrection. They lived their green
millenniums, and were laid to bed under the coverlet of a continent, to sleep ten times as long as Parasite Man has crawled upon this globe. And
since, for as many aeons, the tireless moths of Erosion have been gnawing away their league-thick blankets, till at last they are bared again to the
Arizona sun the most imperishable of earthly things, and of fadeless beauty; a Forest in Glorified Stone, its very bark and rings immortalized in
agate. Not as that classic Munchausen of the Grand Canyon, Capn John Hance, loved to tell. A forest of petrified trees, with petrified birds flying
through petrified air, singing petrified songs...
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