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***** This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1905 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER XIl TO THE GREAT RIVER | Reached Gyantse on
July 12. The advance to Lhasa began on the 14th. As might be expected from the tone of the delegates, peace negociations fell through. The Lhasa
Government seemed to be chaotic and conveniently inaccessible. The Dalai Lama remained a great impersonality, and the four Shapes or
Councillors disclaimed all responsibility. The Tsong-du, or National Assembly, who virtually governed the country, had sent us no communication.
The delegates attitude of non possumus was not assumed. Though these men were the highest officials in Tibet, they could not guarantee that any
settlement they might make with us would be faithfully observed. There seemed no hope of a solution to the deadlock except by absolute
militarism. If the Tibetans had fought so stubbornly at Gyantse, what fanaticism might we not expect at Lhasa! Most of us thought that we could
only reach the capital through the most awful carnage. We pictured the 40,000 monks of Lhasa hurling themselves defiantly on our camp. We saw
them mown down by Maxims, lanes of dead. A hopeless struggle, and an ugly page in military history. Still, we must go on; there was no help for it.
The blood of these people was on their own heads. We left Gyantse on the 14th, and plunged into the unknown towards Lhasa, which we had reason
to believe lay in some hidden valley 150 miles to the north, beyond the unexplored basin...
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