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***** Excerpt from The Cotton States in the Spring and Summer of 1875 It was my fortune to spend the winter of 1874-75 in Washington, in almost
daily attendance upon the debates of Congress, and in more or less intimate friendly relations with many of its leading members, of both parties.
The Southern question was, during the whole of the three months session, that which attracted most attention, and was in public and private most
earnestly discussed. The Louisiana affair, the Vicksburg riot, the Alabama question, the Arkansas muddle, were all the topics of continual excited
conversation in and out of Congress. | was extremely desirous to find a basis of fact on which to found a trustworthy opinion of the condition of the
South; but was constantly confused by statements apparently partisan, and, at any rate, unsatisfactory. The leaders of both parties in Congress
were, for the most part, no more accurately informed than I; and debate and legislation on Southern affairs during the whole winter were mainly
based either upon a general notion that we still live under a Constitution, or upon narrow views of party expediency or necessity. The Democrats for
the most part dealt in incoherent and ineffective generalities about violated liberties. Of the Republicans, one faction steadily pressed coercive
measures, which in the end failed of adoption; while the other part opposed these measures but weakly, because they had no certain knowledge of
the condition of affairs on which they spoke and were asked to legislate. Thus the Habeas Corpus and Force Bill and the Arkansas Message were
defeated with great difficulty; the Civil Rights Bill was passed, only to become a dead...
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