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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 88 pages. Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.2in.This
historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without
typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1879 edition. Excerpt: . . . ingenuity showed him a book with similar diagrams. He went to a
village school for about three months, and then, at the age of nine, was employed by a farmer to watch sheep, being too weakly for any more
laborious employment. He was happy enough in this occupation, for while his flock were grazing in the meadows and on the hill sides, he busied
himself in making models of mills, spinning wheels, and such other simple machinery as he had opportunities of seeing. When a little older he was
employed by another farmer, named James Glashan; and, aFer the work of the day, instead of seeking rest, ho went into the fields to observe the
stars, for the wonders of astronomy were dawning on hia mind. Wrapped in a blanket, and with a lighted candle to enable him to make notes he
passed many hours on fine nights, endeavouring to get some clue to the movements of the stars. Of course he had no instruments, and he had
never received even the most elementary instruction on astronomy, or seen a book on the subject; but he contrived a method by which he could
estimate the relative distances of the heavenly bodies. I used, he said, to stretch a thread with small beads on it, at arms length between my eye and
the stars; sliding the beads upon it till they hid such and such stars from my eye, in order to take the apparent...
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