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***x* Excerpt from Trial of the Reverend Robert Taylor, A. B. M. R. C. S: Upon a Charge of Blasphemy, With His Defence, as Delivered by Himself,
Before the Lord Chief Justice and a Special Jury, on Wednesday, October 24, 1827 Gentlemen, there are countries in the world where men may do
things, and that with the greatest propriety, which they cannot do here with impunity. It has been said, very happily and justly, by an tunstrious
writer, You cannot compare the nakedness of the Indian with that of the prostitute. The Indian roams nakedly abroad in his wilderness at pleasure;
but will you suffer the prostitute to go at large without covering through your streets? Would not that be offending decency and morality? And if the
savage Indian were to appear in this country, would it be conformable to our habits to permit him to wander about in his accustomed nakedness?
Would this be propriety? Why, Gentlemen, there is a description of habits - call them prejudices if you please - which are interwoven with the being
of society - which belong essentially to the constitutions of civilised man, an offence against which deserves to be considered as a nuisance.
Gentlemen, | have stated to you the simple principle as it ought to prevail in every rational community, without having made any reference to the
sacred sanctions of religion. | do not know, Gentlemen, that | can better impress upon your minds the feeling which | entertain, and ever shall
entertain, upon these subjects, than by referring you to the language of one of the most elegant writers - One of the greatest ornaments of English
literature...
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