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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. 294 pages. Dimensions: 8.5in. x 5.5in. x
0.7in.Philosophy of science is a branch of philosophy concerned with the foundations, methods, and implications of science. The central questions
concern what counts as science, the reliability of scientific theories, and the purpose of science. This discipline overlaps with metaphysics, ontology
and epistemology, for example, when it explores the relationship between science and truth. There is no consensus on many central problems in
philosophy of science, including whether science can reveal the truth about unobservable things and whether scientific reasoning can be justified
at all. In addition to these general questions about science as a whole, philosophers of science consider problems that apply to particular sciences
such as biology or physics. Some philosophers of science also use contemporary results in science to reach conclusions about philosophy. While
the relevant history of philosophy dates back at least to Aristotle, philosophy of science emerged as a distinct discipline only in the middle of the
20th century in the wake of logical positivism, a movement that aimed to formulate criteria to ensure all philosophical statements meaningfulness
and objectively assess them. Thomas Kuhns book The Structure of Scientific Revolutions brought the word paradigm into the mainstream, meaning
the set of practices that define a scientific discipline in a particular period. Kuhn challenged the established view that science achieves clear
progress over time. Today, some thinkers seek to ground science in axiomatic assumptions such as the uniformity of nature. The majority of
philosophers of science, however, take a coherentist approach to science in which a theory is validated if it makes sense of observations as part of a
coherent whole. Still others, and Paul Feyerabend in particular, argue that there is no such thing as...
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