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Oxford University Press, United Kingdom, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. Coral reefs have been long
regarded with awe by the millions of people who have encountered them over the centuries. Early seafarers were wary of them, naturalists were
confused by them, yet many coastal people benefited greatly from these mysterious rocky structures that grew up to the surface of the sea. They
have been rich in their supply of food, and they provided a breakwater from storms and high waves to countless coastal communities that
developed from their protection. Their scale is enormous and their value high. Found in countless locations around the world, from the Indo-Pacific
coral reef province to the Caribbean and Australia, they support both marine and human life. In this Very Short Introduction, Charles Sheppard
provides an account of what coral reefs are, how they are formed, how they have evolved, and the biological lessons we can learn from them.
Today, the vibrancy and diversity of these fascinating ecosystems are under threat from over exploitation and could face future extinction, unless
our conservation eForts are stepped up in order to save them. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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