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***** On January 27, 2010, Porfirio Pepe Lobo Sosa was inaugurated President of Honduras. Lobo assumed power after seven months of domestic
political crisis and international isolation that had resulted from the June 28, 2009, ouster of President Manuel Zelaya. While the strength of Lobo s
National Party in the legislature should help the government secure approval of its policy agenda, the political crisis left the new President with
daunting challenges, including a high level of domestic political polarization, difficulty securing international recognition, a battered economy, and
a poor human rights situation exacerbated by the murders of journalists and human rights defenders. Moreover, for a number of years, Honduras
has had a poor security situation with high rates of violent crime. The Honduran economy has undergone significant changes since the 1990s. While
traditional agricultural exports of coffee and bananas are still important, nontraditional sectors, especially the maquiladora, or export-processing
industry, have grown significantly. Substantial economic growth helped reduce poverty, but the country s political crisis and the global economic
downturn in 2009 led to an economic contraction. The country continues to face high poverty, estimated at almost 69 , as well as high infant
mortality and a significant HIV/AIDS epidemic. Although relations were strained .
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