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John P Smalley, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. I had to leave my little band
behind when I was draDed into the Army. Two things happened while I was away: Charlie Parker and marijuana. In 1948, US Army veteran Jack
Smalley came to Paris, G.I. Bill money burning a hole in his pocket and the restless energy of bebop playing in his ears. He d escaped his stifling
family and returned to where music had been invented, determined to discover the secrets of composition. I d lived my whole life looking for rules.
From Swiss classrooms to Paris nightclubs, Jack is swept into a world that s oDen beyond his understanding, conducted in a language he doesn t
understand. He befriends prostitutes, hashish dealers, and ten year old conservatory students, eventually working his way up to playing with jazz
greats like Django Reinhardt and Don Byas. Music is the story of emotions. Full of unexpected adventures and unforgettable characters, The Music
Came First is a colorful, intimate memoir of post-war Europe that will leave readers tapping their feet and waiting for the next verse.
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