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Createspace, United States, 2012. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Post-war Britain
had little to oDer its returning soldiers. There were no jobs, no accommodation, and the continued inconvenience of rationing. So when a
disgruntled ex-soldier produced a battered 1945 copy of the Natal Mercury showing wonderful views of the bay, the sunny Durban beachfront and
Victoria Embankment, it didn t take much persuasion to convince a group of young people that this tropical paradise was where their future lay. But
other families had the same idea of emigration, and any form of regular transport was fully booked for two years. Undaunted, the group decided to
travel overland. On hearing of this, 200 people applied to join them. One was a stuttering young man of about 20 yrs, unshaven, peering at me
through bottle-bottom thick lenses set in horn-rimmed frames, and wearing an oversized army great coat down to his ankles. He scribbled stories
along the way and gave them to the trekkers to read. Little did they know that the young man would become a famous novelist. Twenty-five people
(including a three-year-old girl) were eventually selected to join the group, many of them chosen for their qualifications as engineers or mechanics
who would be a useful asset to the travellers. After the acquisition of some ex-army trucks and much careful planning, the group had a civic send-off
from Blackpool on a snowy January day in 1947. This interesting historical memoir tells of their four-month journey from the north of England,
through Europe, Algeria, the Sahara, French West Africa, Niger, Cameroon, French Equatorial Africa, Belgian Congo, Northern and Southern
Rhodesia, South Africa to Durban. During the trip they meet with many colourful characters, including Dr Frances Wakefield, the only white woman
for 1000...
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