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like a little stream running over pebbles in its bed. They walked slowly away from the fire reached the shadowy edge of the woods, were closed
around by the forest darkness. Now! Dikar said, and he was flitting through the forest night, Marilee a silent shadow behind him. It was like her to
stay close behind, like her to ask no questions as he ran through the woods to the cave again. At the cave-mouth Dikar stopped a moment, sniffing
the air. Yes, he said, more to himself than to Marilee. | can still smell the smoke of the fire-stick. The wet night air holds smells a long time. Then he
was moving again, following the sharp tang of smoke in the air, following it away from the cave and away from the clearing. The scent-trail led him
downhill. Soon the laugh of a streamlet came to his ears and then Dikar pushed through tangling bushes and came out into starli.
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