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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****. The Pacific Islands region, also known as the South Pacific or Southwest Pacific, presents Congress with a diverse array of policy
issues. It is a strategically important region with which the United States shares many interests with Australia and New Zealand. The region has
attracted growing diplomatic and economic engagement from China, a potential competitor to the influence of the United States, Australia, and
New Zealand. Congress plays key roles in approving and overseeing the administration of the Compacts of Free Association that govern U.S.
relations with the Marshall Islands, Micronesia, and Palau. The United States has economic interests in the region, particularly fishing, and provides
about $38 million annually in bilateral and regional foreign assistance, not including Compact grant assistance. This report provides background on
the Pacific Islands region and discusses related issues for Congress. It discusses U.S. relations with Pacific Island countries as well as the influence
of other powers in the region, including Australia, China, and other external actors. It includes sections on U.S. foreign assistance to the region, the
Compacts of Free Association, and issues related to climate change, which has impacted many Pacific Island countries. The report does not focus
on U.S. territories in the Pacific, such as Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, and American Samoa. The Southwest Pacific includes 14 sovereign
states with approximately 9 million people, including three countries in free association with the United States-the Marshall Islands, Micronesia,
and Palau. New Caledonia, a territory of France, and Bougainville, which is part of Papua New Guinea (PNG), are to hold referenda on independence
in 2018 and 2019. U.S. officials have emphasized the diplomatic and strategic importance of the Pacific Islands region to...
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