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****% 1 d like to say that | slept like a baby but I didn t. My dreams were tortured by the haunting sound of an infant crying. | searched everywhere
that | could in the dream but | couldn t find her. | knew she was a girl. | don t know how | knew it, instincts | guess. One minute her crying was close
to me, the next it was miles away, just a whisper of distress on an icy wind which whistled through the derelict structure. It had been a hotel once. It
was built to mimic a castle, with towers and turrets, battlements and arrow slits. Though its shape was imposing against the seascape, it was
painted white, like a vision from a fairytale. Once a place full of laughter, wedding feasts and christening parties but now in my dreams, it was a
burnt out shell perched on a rocky outcrop overlooking a stormy sea. The white fascia had turned to mottled green, blistered and peeling. Smoke-
burns snaked from the empty windows like eyelashes above blackened sockets. They seemed to offer a view into an infinite black abyss. Nettles
and thorny weeds pushed their way up through the crumbling floors. When | looked towards the ceilings, | could see an angry sky through the
gaping holes in the roof. The slates and rafters had collapsed, leaving the timbers hanging dangerously. Lightning forked earthwards, momentarily
illuminating the heavy black clouds like a massive camera flash. The ear-splitting thunder threatened to shake the decaying building to the ground.
Echoes of the past reverberated from the crumbling walls, ghostly laughter mixed with sounds from the past; tears of...
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