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***** Hannibal (247-183 or 182 BC) lived during a period when the Roman Republic had established its supremacy over other great powers such as
Carthage, the Hellenistic kingdoms of Macedon, Syracuse, and the Seleucid empire. One of his most famous achievements was at the outbreak of
the Second Punic War, when he marched an army, which included war elephants, over the Pyrenees and the Alps into northern Italy. Hannibal
occupied much of Italy for 15 years, but a Roman counter-invasion of North Africa forced him to return to Carthage, where he was decisively
defeated by Scipio Africanus. Scipio had studied Hannibal s tactics and brilliantly devised some of his own, and finally defeated Rome s nemesis at
Zama. After the war, Hannibal successfully ran for the office of suffete. He enacted political and financial reforms to enable the payment of the war
indemnity imposed by Rome. However, Hannibal s reforms were unpopular with members of the Carthaginian aristocracy and in Rome, and he fled
into voluntary exile. During this time, he lived at the Seleucid court, where he acted as military adviser to Antiochus Ill in his war against Rome.
After Antiochus met defeat at Magnesia and was forced to accept Rome s terms, Hannibal fled again, making a stop in Armenia. His flight ended in
the court of Bithynia, where he achieved an outstanding naval victory against a fleet from Pergamon. He was afterwards betrayed to the Romans
and committed suicide by poisoning himself. Often regarded as the greatest military tactician and strategist in European history, it was written that
Hannibal taught the Romans the meaning of fear. It has been said that for generations, Roman housekeepers would tell their children...
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