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*****.Excerpt from The Permanent Court of International Justice All the work for the organisation of the world has revolved around two diFerent
poles, namely, community of interests and conflict of interests. This has tended, on the one hand, to the furtherance of common interests, and, on
the other, to the prevention or avoidance of threatened conflicts when the interests of one country ran counter to those of another. The work in the
former direction had its eFect in the creation of a widespread network of administrative organisations covering all, or as many as possible, of the
civilised countries. Such organisations included the Postal and Telegraph Unions, the Agricultural Institute at Rome, International Railway
Conventions, the network of treaties concerning patents, copyrights, and trade marks. The work for the avoidance of war crystallised in
international agreements for judicial settlement of international disputes, or for impartial investigation and attempts at conciliation. The synthesis
of these efforts was constituted by the Conventions for the pacific settlement of international disputes, which were concluded at what are known as
the two Peace Conferences held at The Hague in 1899 and 1907. When the war came, it involved among others the two big Anglo-Saxon nations who
maintain the legal doctrine that war dissolves international agreements between belligerents; thus, the development of the organisation of the
world along administrative lines was interrupted, although the peace treaties tended to bind together the threads uniting the Past with the Future -
threads torn asunder by the war; the war itself, especially in view of the events which surrounded its origin, was a challenge to the methods for the
avoidance of war which had hitherto been practised,...
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