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Demand *****. Excerpt: An interval of a few months will again bring round that most happy day on which, fiEy years ago, Our Predecessor Pius IX.,
PontiF of holy memory, surrounded by a noble crown of Cardinals and Bishops, pronounced and promulgated with the authority of the infallible
magisterium as a truth revealed by God that the Most Blessed Virgin Mary in the first instant of her conception was free from all stain of original sin.
All the world knows the feelings with which the faithful of all the nations of the earth received this proclamation and the manifestations of public
satisfaction and joy which greeted it, for truly there has not been in the memory of man any more universal or more harmonious expression of
sentiment shown towards the august Mother of God or the Vicar of Jesus Christ. 2. And, Venerable Brethren, why should we not hope today after the
lapse of half a century, when we renew the memory of the Immaculate Virgin, that an echo of that holy joy will be awakened in our minds, and that
those magnificent scenes of a distant day, of faith and of love towards the august Mother of God, will be repeated? Of all this We are, indeed,
rendered ardently desirous by the devotion, united with supreme gratitude for benefits received, which We have always cherished towards the
Blessed Virgin; and We have a sure pledge of the fulfillment of Our desires in the fervor of all Catholics, ready and willing as they are to multiply their
testimonies of love and reverence for the great Mother of God. But We must not omit to say that this desire of Ours is...
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