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***x* Excerpt from Self-Government in Louisiana The Senate having under consideration the resolution submitted by Mr. Schurz on the 8th of
January, detecting the Committee on the Judiciary to inquire what legislation is necessary to secure to the people of the State of Louisiana their
rights of self-government under the Constitution Mr. Pease said: Mr. President, the subject under consideration has developed one of the most
reraai kable, and | may say anomalous discussions known in the annals of congressional debates. On the 5th instant the Senator from Ohio Mr.
Thurman introduced a resolution calling upon the President of the United States to inform the Senate whether any portion of the Army or any
officer or soldier thereof had interfered, intermeddled, or in any manner controlled the recent organization of the Legislature of the State of
Louisiana; and, if so, by what authority such military intervention had taken place. For one week we listened to a series of speeches from the
democratic side of this Chamber, arraigning the President before the American people and the world; denouncing him as a tyrant who had
trampled under his feet the Constitution he had solemnly sworn to uphold; as ruthlessly striking down the liberties of the people with the mailed
arm of military power. Why, sir, from the fearful pictures drawn representing the dangers which menace our free institutions growing out of the
Presidents action in Louisiana, characterized by one Senator as worse than oriental despotism, by another as Ciesarism, | confess that | was
somewhat startled, and felt like joining Senators in their righteous indignation and appealing to the American people to rise in their majesty and
hurl the despot...
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