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What the Bishop of Ephesus, by inspiration, wrote to Gaius, Christ writes to the world full Of souls equally well beloved. And what Christ writes thus
in behalf Of the soul s weal, I proCer as a word in season to the men and Women who make up this great Commonweal. I hail my country on this
Thanksgiving Anniversary with the Gospel Salutation that she may prosper and be in health, even and only as her children prosper in personal
holiness. This is God s guage Of individual welfare, and God forbid that we should oCer the nation other standard than this. It is righteousness that
exalteth a nation, - and we are ignorant of any other righteousness than that of Christ, imputed to or acquired by each separate soul. It is sin that is
a reproach to any we know not of srn except as it has its spring in the heart, and its play in the life of each separate man. Between these extremes
we are to find the oscillation of what is called National Character. Upon this antithesis the moral status of a nation has its foundation. Let the people
praise Thee, O God! Yea, let all the people praise Thee then can it be said of us, that we are a people fearing God and working righteousness. Let the
people be given up to the delusion of their own hearts, honoring God neither in substance nor m speech, and then, on the contrary, shall we-be
justly known and described as a...
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