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pageant, and we infer by this that a gild, failing to furnish its quota, had its pageant privileges annulled and its play transferred to another gild that
could well afford to present two pieces. Miss Smith writes: As business grew, a new craft would spring up, an old one decay and become too poor to
produce its play; a new one must take its share; one craft trenching on the trade of another must share its burdens; sometimes two or even three
plays would be combined into one; sometimes a play would be laid aside, and the craft to which it had been assigned must join in producing some
other. In Coventry, under date 1494, it is therefore ordained that the Mayor, and 8 of his councel shall have authority to join all such Crafts to those
that are overburthened with the said Pageants, with power to levey penalties in case of refusal. In Coventry, in 1523, one gild is recorded as offering
aid to another in presenting a pageant. However these plays may have been divided originally, the ones extant show clearly that the idea of the
dramatist was to produce something that would be actable. And there was art in his execution; no-J where do we see such variety of poetic form,
where lines and rime schemes vie with each other and are consciously introduced in order to gain particular effect. And though the...
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