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legislative requirement, GAO determined what action, if any, the Department of Defense (DOD) has taken to improve medical surveillance before,
during, and after deployments, focusing on Operation Joint Endeavor. GAO noted that: (1) DOD has initiated actions to improve its medical
surveillance for deployments since the Gulf War; (2) a joint medical surveillance policy, currently under development since late 1994, calls for a
comprehensive DOD-wide medical surveillance capability to monitor and assess the effects of deployments on servicemembers health; (3)
provisions of the draft policy address the medical surveillance problems experienced during the Gulf War; however, its success in resolving the
problems cannot be assessed until the directive and implementing instruction are finalized and applied to a deployment; (4) DOD officials expect
the policy to be finalized by September 1997; (5) after the policy is issued, the services and responsible offices are to develop detailed implementing
instructions; (6) DOD has also implemented two comprehensive medical surveillance plans--one for Operation Joint Endeavor in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Croatia, and Hungary, and the other for the current deployment in southwest Asia; (7) these plans address the medical surveillance
problems experienced during the Gulf War and specifically call for identifying servicemember deployment information, monitoring environmental
health and disease threats, doing personnel medical assessments, maintaining a centralized collection of medical assessment data, and employing
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plan for Operation Joint Endeavor has been mixed; and (9) although the plan provided for enhanced medical surveillance compared to the Gulf
War, GAOs review disclosed the following problems, all of which offer DOD and the services lessons to be learned as...
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