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publication. The purpose of this design manual is to provide recommended foundation designs and guidance for rebuilding homes destroyed by
hurricanes in coastal areas. In addition, the manual is intended to provide guidance in designing and building safer and less vulnerable homes to
reduce the risk to life and property. The intent of the manual is to provide homebuilders, contractors, and engineering professionals with a series of
recommended foundation designs that will help create safer and stronger buildings in coastal areas. The designs are intended to help support
rebuilding efforts after coastal areas have been damaged by floods, high winds, or other natural hazards. The foundations may differ somewhat
from traditional construction techniques; however, they represent what are considered to be some of the better approaches to constructing strong
and safe foundations in hazardous coastal areas. The objectives used to guide the development of this manual are: To provide residential
foundation designs that will require minimal engineering oversight; To provide foundation designs that are flexible enough to accommodate many
of the homes identified in A Pattern Book for Gulf Coast Neighborhoods prepared for the Mississippi Governor s Rebuilding Commission on
Recovery, Rebuilding, and Renewal; To utilize model layouts so that many homes can be constructed without significant additional engineering
efforts. The focus of this document is on the foundations of residential buildings. The assumption is that those who are designing and building new
homes will be responsible for ensuring that the building itself is designed according to the latest building code (International Building Code(R)
[IBC(R)], International Residential Code(R) [IRC(R)], and FEMA guidance) and any local requirements.
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