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By Helen Hardacre

University of California Press, United States, 1999. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English .
Brand New Book. Helen Hardacre provides new insights into the spiritual and cultural dimensions
of abortion debates around the world in this careful examination of mizuko kuyo--a Japanese
religious ritual for aborted fetuses. Popularized during the 1970s, when religious entrepreneurs
published frightening accounts of fetal wrath and spirit attacks, mizuko kuyo offers ritual
atonement for women who, sometimes decades previously, chose to have abortions. As she
explores the complex issues that surround this practice, Hardacre takes into account the history of
Japanese attitudes toward abortion, the development of abortion rituals, the marketing of religion,
and the nature of power relations in intercourse, contraception, and abortion. Although abortion in
Japan is accepted and legal and was commonly used as birth control in the early postwar period,
entrepreneurs used images from fetal photography to mount a surprisingly successful tabloid
campaign to promote mizuko kuyo. Enthusiastically adopted by some religionists as an economic
strategy, it was soundly rejected by others on doctrinal, humanistic, and feminist grounds. In four
field studies in different parts of the country, Helen Hardacre observed contemporary examples of
mizuko kuyo as it is practiced in Buddhism,...
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The publication is great and fantastic. I am quite late in start reading this one, but better then never. I discovered this pdf from my dad and i suggested this
ebook to discover.
-- Linnie Kling

A brand new eBook with a brand new standpoint. I could possibly comprehended everything out of this composed e publication. Your life span will likely
be enhance once you total reading this pdf.
-- Willa Ritchie
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