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***** Guilt and shame can wreak havoc with your life. When you have done things in your past that you are not proud of, you tend to try and hide
them behind a facade, so that even those you are close to won t find out. It is very hard to live this kind of life. As | read the story of the Samaritan
woman at the well, | felt | knew why she was staying away from the others in the village who knew all about the mistakes she had made in life. |
knew what it is like to be an outcast. | knew what it is like to live with guilt and shame and to have friends and family look down on me for the
choices | had made in my past. There was a time in my life when | would have believed the lies of those who said | was unworthy and not fit for use
by God. However, as | read the interchange between this outcast Samaritan woman and Jesus, something within me began to feel there was hope
for me.When she looked at Him, she did not see rejection or judgment. Can you even picture the excitement running through her as she realizes she
is standing face-to-face with the long awaited Messiah? She immediately knew what she had to do. She ran as fast as she could, screaming to
everyone she came to, Come and see a man who told me everything | ever did! Could he possibly be the Messiah? Because one woman shared with
her neighbors how Jesus exposed her past and present, the village of Sychar was transformed-many...
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