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**xxx Article IX of the Creed, which embraces all that concerns the Church and the Sovereign Pontiff, has demanded several chapters in order to
deal with it fully, and to explain in detail all the points of doctrine that affect Catholic claims, Catholic policy, and Catholic teaching and authority.
There are therefore separate chapters in this Article on the Church: -The Primacy of St. Peter; the Sovereign Pontiff and his infallibility; General
Councils and their authority; and a concluding chapter on the legislative authority of the Church, and her relations to civil society. It would have
saved much controversy and misunderstanding at the time of the publication of Mr. Gladstone s Expostulation on the Vatican Decrees, had the
doctrine of the Church been better known and understood by the English public on the question of Catholic allegiance, Catholic policy, and Catholic
teaching, which the Expostulation attacked with such vehemence and severity. Men who were then disturbed by the controversy may now, with
calm and dispassionate reason, read and understand the sense in which all these questions are held and taught in the Catholic Church, without any
fear of their believing that the Church of Rome is arrogant in her claims, dishonest in her policy, shallow and ignorant in her teaching. From this
outline of the work, it will appear that it covers a large field of study, common to ecclesiastical students, to teachers in schools, colleges and
convents, to whom | hope it may be specially useful in their religious studies and examinations; and many a hard worked priest may find it a
convenient hand-book for the subject matter of his pastoral sermons and instructions. On the part of...
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