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Women was a product of a specific era, as the essays included paint women as primarily suited for a domestic life, and proper etiquette seems to
mean being subservient to men. Fordyce s work is thus an interesting historical document that informs readers of gender roles and expectations in
the late 1700s and early 1800s. Those who read with a keen eye for detail should be able to compose a fairly detailed mental image of the home life
of young women at the time of this book s publication. While certainly no longer valid as a set of moral guidelines, James Fordyce s Sermons to
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