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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1835 Excerpt: .principle of reason, justice and humanity. Among the Romans, slaves
were tortured, when their master was found murdered, for instance, by being stretched on a machine called equuleus; their arms and legs being
tied to it with ropes, they were raised upright, and their limbs were stretched by means of screws; to increase the pain, pincers, fire, ¢, were applied
to them. The belief of the middle ages in the immediate interference of God for the protection of innocence and the exposure of guilt, which gave
rise to the ordeal, and judicial combat, contributed much to extend the use of torture, by inculcating the notion, that Divine Providence would aid
the innocent to endure pains which the guilty would be unable to sustain. The church, which, in other respects, gave a new form to the system of
judicial process, set the example in this practice also; and, when the old superstitious means of discovering guilt (as by trial by fire and water) lost
their efficacy, torture became general in Europe. It has been said, that in England torture was never practised; but this is a great error: for, though it
is true, that the law never recognised the use of torture, yet there were many instances of its employment, as late as the reigns of Elizabeth and
James, when prisoners were examined, to use the expressive words of an English writer, before torture, in torture, between torture, and after
torture; and, notwithstanding the judges, when consulted...
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