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*****.Excerpt from Annual Report of the Board of Regents: Of the Smithsonian Institution, Showing the Operators, Expenditures, and Condition of
the Institution for the Year 1876 Gentlemen: I have the honor herewith to present to your board the report of the condition and operations of the
Smithsonian Institution for the year 1876, it being the thirtieth report which I have been permitted to submit to your honorable body. The long term
of service of the principal executive oDicer of the Institution, and the few changes in the presiding oDicer of the Board of of Regents, have been
attended with the important result of an uninterrupted continuity in the policy of the management of the establishment. A definite conception of
the will of Smithson, and of the means best adapted to realize its intention, was clearly apprehended at the beginning, and a plan proposed and
partially adopted which would carry out, in the most eDectual manner, the ideas expressed in the terms of the bequest. Unfortunately Congress did
not delegate to the Board of Regents the power of entirely organizing the Institution, but specified certain objects which should be included in the
plan adopted. It will, however, be seen by an examination of the whole series of annual reports, that while due regard has been had to the
requirements of Congress, the prominent object kept constantly in view has been the full introduction of the plan of increasing and diDusing
knowledge by means of researches, publications, and exchanges. This plan, which is known as that of active operations, and which has received the
approbation of the scientific world, was not generally understood at the time of the organization...
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