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Forgotten Books, 2018. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The Cost of
Municipal Trading: A Paper Read Before the Society of Arts, London The laws defining the limits of State action, to the elucidation of which so much
of the best thought, both public and private, of the present and the two previous generations has been devoted, have by this time received a fairly
general accep tance by our Imperial Authorities. It is now recognised that Parliament cannot itself initiate the energies of the nation, norsupply the
spirit of adventure. These developments and qualities must be the product of the brains, and the enterprise of the people themselves. All that the
Imperial Government aims at in this regard is the preservation of the Open door, the maintenance, that is, of a favourable medium of security and
liberty within which the free activities of an industrious and adventurous people can (whether at home or abroad) operate without let or hindrance.
It is true that it is the fashion of certain speakers and writers who aim at cheap popularity by appealing to the shallower instincts of the uninformed,
to disparage these doctrines of free trade, of fair field and no favour, but notwithstanding proposals seductive to class interests, the preachings of
Adam Smith, Stuart Mill, Cobden, Bright, and Herbert Spencer have taken such a deep hold of the intelligence of the nation that they may be said to
have been adopted as fundamental maxims by Parliamentary economists of whatever political colour. There is a portion of the State, however, into
which these important truths do not seem to have yet permeated. The local administrative authorities are as much a part of the State as the
imperial. They have similar rights to regulate...
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