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*****.An excerpt from: I. Scope of Essay. The chronology of St. Paul s career and St. Paul s writings is gradually attaining completeness and
consistency of sequence and of form; alternatives are yielding one by one to closer scrutiny; the whole is falling into a natural unity, that
corresponds to the successive intervals and phases of experience; and each new determination of the historical context - the circumstances, the
sequence and the relationships of individual Epistles - brings with it a juster appreciation of the character, the methods, the intellectual and
spiritual crises and developments of the man himself. Each Epistle becomes a live and glowing transcript of some formative experience, which often
furnishes the clue to other phases of behaviour and passages of self-expression. The present Essay will deal with a single section only of St. Paul s
activities; but it is that section which, standing at the climax of his missionary career, produced that group of Epistles, which all schools of critics are
agreed in regarding as the most unquestioned, and in some respects the most typical of all. Of these Epistles, one is - as a revelation of personality -
more directly and more passionately autobiographical than anything else which St. Paul has leF us. How oFen - in teacher or in theologian - is
temperament the clue to understanding and interpretation! It is no exaggeration to say that no one will picture aright the life of St. Paul in its
crowning phase of Missionary effort, and - what is yet more important - no one will justly divine and fathom his idiosyncrasies of temperament, until
he can place the Epistles to the Corinthians, more...
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