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*****.Excerpt from Peace Proposals and the Attitude of the Allies: Speech by the Prime Minister, the Right Hon. D. Lloyd George, on December 19th,
1916 I am afraid I shall have to claim the indulgence of the House in making the observations which I have to make in moving the Second Reading of
this Bill. I am still su@ering a little from my throat. I appear before the House of Commons to-day, with the most terrible responsibility that can fall
upon the shoulders of any living man, as the chief adviser of the Crown, in the most gigantic War in which the country has ever been engaged - a War
upon the event of which its destiny depends. It is the greatest War ever waged. The burdens are the heaviest that have been cast upon this or any
other country, and the issues which hang on to it are the gravest that have been attached to any conflict in which humanity has ever been involved.
The responsibilities of the new Government have been suddenly accentuated by a declaration made by the German Chancellor, and I propose to
deal with that at once. The statement made by him in the German Reichstag has been followed by a Note presented to us by the United States of
America without any note or comment. The answer that will be given by the Government will be given in full accord with all our brave Allies.
Naturally, there has been an interchange of views, not upon the Note, because it only recently arrived, but upon the speech which propelled it, and,
inasmuch as the Note itself is practically only a reproduction, or...
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